
Berea Christian Church 
37 Woolsey Road 

Hampton, GA  30228 
770-946-3127 
return service requested 

Service Times: 
Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Meal  6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Studies  7:00 p.m.

Directions For  

Life’s Journey  

1 
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Family 
Meeting

2 
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Faith

3 4

5 
9:00 Breakfast 
9:30 Bible Classes 
10:30 Worship 
TIME  CHANGE 
Fall Back 
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of the  
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7:00 Electives
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9:00 Breakfast 
9:30 Bible Classes 
10:30 Worship
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9:30 Bible Classes 
10:30 Worship
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6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Electives
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THANKSGIVING*DAY*!?!?*
* *

 The origin of a thanksgiving feast at harvest time may go back as far as 120 centuries, to a time 
when man first began to understand the value of agriculture - raising crops by his own labor rather than 
just picking what he could find growing wild.  As the years and centuries passed, men became more skilled 
in cultivating crops and in feasting and rendering homage to the spirits who they believed caused the fruits 
of their harvest to grow.  Many early ceremonies included invocations, secular and religious dances, 
offerings of the first or last fruits of harvest. 
 The Old Testament includes many references to harvest festivals, when the fruits were gathered 
and consumed in ceremonies offering thanks to the Lord. The Feast of the Tabernacle was a thanksgiving.  
Even before biblical times, ancient people of the Mediterranean area held festivals in honor of the Earth 
Mother.  The benevolent goddesses of oats, rye, wheat, and other basic foods have received homage 
through the centuries. 
 Long before the Egyptians learned to measure a year, they gave thanks for the grain crops 
harvested before the floods of the Nile.  During the harvest festivals to their great goddess Demeter, the 
Greeks would declare a truce on any war they might be holding. 
 The Romans gave thanks every October to Ceres, the goddess of grain, and celebrated the event 
with music, dancing, sports, processions, and a beast offering a sow and the first cuttings of harvest. 
 Throughout Europe today, the centuries - old custom of dressing and ornamenting the last sheaf 
of harvest like a doll continues.  This spirit of the crop is called by many names:  Corm Mother in 
Germany, Mother Sheaf in Brittany,  Old Wife in Scotland, Grandmother in Prussia, and Baba in Poland. 
 All these varied events, celebrated by pagans and other wise, scattered all over the world, and 
sprinkled over the time line of history lead me to one bit  “So What?” 
 Even if those 53 pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag Indians had never gathered in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts to give thanks for that first harvest, we should be a thankful people. 
 Even if George Washington, at the insistence of Congress, had not proclaimed the first national 
Thanksgiving Day in October 1789, we should be a thankful people. 
 Even if Abraham Lincoln, in the midst of the Civil War on October 3, 1863, had not issued a 
National Thanksgiving Proclamation establishing an annual event, we should be a thankful people. 
 We, of all people, should be a thankful people.  Especially so when we see our Savior, on the 
Passover night when He was betrayed, standing with the loaf and cup in His hands.  He took the bread, 
gave thanks and broke it and gave it to His disciples saying “Take and eat this is my body broken for you.  
Then, He took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them saying, “This is my blood of the new covenant 
which is poured out for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 Jesus gave thanks to the Father for the privilege of dying for our sins !! Oh, yes, we should be a 
thankful people.  We should cry out with the Apostle Paul, “Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift” 
KJV ... His indescribable gift, NIV ... His inexpressible gift, RSV ... His gift beyond words, NEB. 
 Surely we should be thankful people !  And, sure we will not be able to fully find the words for 
our thanksgiving for Him, but let’s give it our best heartfelt try Thanksgiving Day and every day thereafter. 
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Stay and Make Disciples? 
At the end of His ministry on earth, Jesus gave His followers (including us) this mandate:  Go and 
make disciples of all nations.  In essence His message was this:  As you go, everywhere you go - 
make disciples of all ethnic groups.  We know that He also made this statement at the same time:  
You will be my witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  
For us it might make more sense to see this as “you will be my witnesses locally, state-wide, 
nationally and globally.”  So while some disciples became global missionaries, spreading the Good 
News of Jesus literally around the world, some stayed right at home in Jerusalem and spread the 
Good News of Jesus in their world, (where they lived, worked and played).  In their case, they 
“stayed” and made disciples!  And Jerusalem was a great place to do this.  It was an important city 
that people from all over the world traveled to, giving these early Christians the opportunity to 
share the Gospel with ethnic groups and large numbers of people right in their own home-town.  I’d 
like to point out that we are about to be given the same chance! 

We support Missions at Berea.  Local missions, State-wide missions, Nation-wide missions, and 
Missions around the world.  While most of us won’t be called into full-time mission work, we are 
ALL called into the work of sharing the gospel of Christ in our world.  While I know that many of 
us are very unhappy about it, our world is getting ready to expand exponentially!  Yes - I’m talking 
about the “Henderson Farm Development”  that’s coming to our area.  If you’ve done your 
research, you know that when completely built out, it will mean nearly 900 new homes within 
about five miles of our church building.  It will mean 1,000’s more people and 1,000’s more cars on 
the road.  I understand the fears and frustrations:  I live here too!  If I’m honest, I’m not looking 
forward to the inconvenience any more than the rest of you.  Janet will tell you, I’m simply not 
built for traffic, congestion and waiting in line.  And yet, all of that and more is certain to come.  
This most certainly will affect our quality of life. 

We don’t know when its going to start.  We don’t know how long it will be before its completely 
built out.  We do know its on its way!  Scream - yell - holler - threaten - pout - post:  Its a done 
deal!  So .. how about we make some lemonade?  Can I point out a couple more things we do 
know?  We know that this world is NOT our home!  My retirement awaits me in heaven, not here.  
We know our focus is on eternal life, not the quality of this life.  And we know that this is a 
tremendous Kingdom opportunity for Christ’s Church.  Without going anywhere, 1,000’s of people 
will be coming to us!  Coming to our world and we know that each and every one of them need 
Jesus.  What a great chance for us to stay and make disciples!  Let’s make the most of it. 

See you Sunday, David 
    
  

--Dennis



	 	 	 	 Center on Prayer
Judy Lewis; Jan Exum; Judy Kendall; MaryKate McMahan; Bud Junger; Darlene Augard; 
Corrine Carpenter; Pat Lorton; Eldon Howard; Justin Bentley; Diane Cathcart; R. C. 
Oakley; Joanie Snow; Steve & Beverly Stewart; Rose Anderson; Harry Boss; 

Remember Our Shut-Ins 
Vic Whited - Home 
Robbie Kendall - Home 
Bob Zagwyn - home 
Coralice Henderson - Atlanta 
Mary Johnson - Home 
Alice Pendley - Benton Village 
Barbara Hiers - Dawsonville 

Average Attendance & Giving  
OCTOBER Average Attendance: 132 

Monthly Giving for OCTOBER: 
General:  $ 22,415.36 
Missions: $   2,906.64

Sunday 11/5          Sunday 11/12 
10:30 Nursery: Katie Adair        10:30 Nursery: Julia McCaslin 

10:30 Toddlers: Carol Dudley & Michelle Pece      10:30 Toddlers:  Bobby & Clara Johnston 
                

Sunday 11/19          Sunday 11/26 
10:30 Nursery: Melissa Paquin              10:30 Nursery:  volunteers needed 

10:30 Toddlers: volunteers needed        10:30 Toddlers:  Lisa Sneed & Caitlin Howard 
       

BEREA’S NURSERY & PRESCHOOL SCHEDULE 

Family & Friends 
Dale Smith; Rachel Price; Audrey Scott; Helen Adair; Ben DuBose; Carol Warner;; Barbara Guysenir; 
Dunlap family; Ron Dayhoff; Bobby Creamer; William Rhodes; George Hume; Wylie Twins; Leroy 
Fulton; Curt Bresley; Terry Bach; Jamie Wolske; Terry Doss; Faye Fortin; Donna Eaton; LaVerne 
Chapman; Buddy Johnson; Sally Johnston; Leroy Fulton; Savannah Holcomb; Ricky Holcomb; Pipkin 
family;  

All middle and high schoolers! 
•Join us Sunday morning at 9:30 in the FLC! 
•Bring a Friend and Come Expecting! 
•We will continue our study in the book of Joshua! 

SHAKEN 
Every Wednesday Night: 
• All Middle and High School Students 
• Dinner At 6:00 
• Bible Study at 7:00 
• Bring A Friend and Come Expecting 
• We will work through a two week series 

called “Playing With Fire.” Then we will 
transition to a three week series called 
“Hello My Name Is.”

Practice(is(underway(for(the(children’s(Christmas(program(and(it(is(a(
guaranteed(treat!(Talking(sheep,(clumsy(shepherds,(and(an(angel(choir(will(
warm(our(hearts(and(remind(us(of(the(true(reason(behind(Christmas...(

could(it(be(“All(About(That(Baby”?(

We(are(still(looking(for(volunteers(to(work(in(the(nursery(on(the(4th(
Sunday(at(10:30(and(the(Cubs((toddler)(class(on(the(3rd(Sunday(at(10:30.(((

Thank(you(for(the(candy(donations!(



LADIES OF FAITH - 
Thursday, November 2 

The Ladies of Faith will meet on 
Thursday, October 5 at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  All the ladies of Berea 

are invited to join us for a time of 
devotion and prayer.  We then head out 

to lunch for great time of fellowship.  

DAUGHTERS of the KING 
November 6 

The Daughters of the King will be 
meeting on Monday, October 2 at 7:00 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a 
finger snack and join us for an evening 

of prayer, devotion and fellowship. 

FOOD PANTRY!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18!

If you have not had the 
opportunity to experience one of 
our Food Pantry Saturdays - it’s 
amazing.  See Patti Timmons or 
Debbie Smith to get your name 

on the volunteer list for 
November Food Pantry.

“MEN OF ISSACHAR” 
Saturday … November 11 

Who are the ‘Men of Issachar” ?  All men, all ages are 
encouraged to  

meet us in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 a.m.   

FAMILY MEETING
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1

7:00 p.m.
Worship Center 

Be sure to bring your ‘Smart 
Phone’ with you.

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 

Reservations will be required and will need to be made no later 

than Sunday, December 10th.  Our ‘Jungle’ children will be 
telling us “All About That Baby” following dinner. 

HighMilers 
Thanksgiving 
November 16 
12:00 noon 

The Hampton HighMilers Annual 
Thanksgiving Luncheon will be Nov.
16 at noon.  The turkey will be 
provided---joined by all the "fixins" 
you will bring. The program will be a 
golden oldie classic movie(1hr. 
17min) "Thanksgiving Treasure"  See 
you there! 

Sunday, November 5!
Be sure to set your clocks, phones, alarms, watches back 

one-hour on Saturday evening, November 4.


